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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To detect a preceding car speedily in 
shortening a span of time for picture processing. 

CONSTITUTION: A laser radar 2 detects a front 
object by way of emitting a laser beam frontwards as 
scanning it. In addition, a stereoscopic camera 1 
takes a picture of scenery in front of one's own 
car, sending the picture taken to a picture 
processing part 61. A processing area setting part 
64 sets two processing areas 61 Q 1 and 61 Q 2 in a 
picture plane 61 P of the picture processing part 61 
according to a position of the object detected by 
the laser radar 2. This picture processing part 61 
processes only the pictorial data in the processing 
area, whereby the preceding car is recognized. 
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